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Every time I get a playfield to restore, I tell the customer:
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No bubble wrap and no Styrofoam Peanuts; those products will not protect the corners of the
playfield if UPS drops it off of a conveyer belt.
Of course, every time I open a playfield box, it is wrapped with bubble wrap and one or more of
the corners is damaged.
In addition, bubble wrap often etches its bubble pattern on clear coat that is less that a year old.
Probably some chemical reaction with the plasticizers that keep the wrap pliable.
So here is the guide to properly shipping a playfield:

Step one is to remove everything off the playfield.
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Next vacuum off all the dust and grit FROM BOTH
SIDES. Even if the playfield is being sent off to be
restored, you don't want any grit scratching up the
silkscreen and causing more damage.
We need to protect the entire outer edge, and for that
we use Pipe Insulation Foam, or the Water Noodle
Foam that kids club each other over the head with in a
swimming pool.
The Water Noodle Foam is $1 each at any dollar store,
the Pipe Insulation Foam is $2 at Home Depot in the
plumbing department.

Next, zip tie the foam to the playfield. There are plenty
of available holes to use.
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Don't even think about using tape!

Next we want to keep any dust, which could be
abrasive, off of the playfield.
vid1900

We wrap the playfield with a layer of Stretch Wrap.
Stretch Wrap is available at any Office Max or Harbor
Freight store, or really any store that sells mailing
supplies.
Note that because it stretches, the Stretch Wrap is not
touching the playfield at any point!
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Most shipping companies state that you need 1.5" of
padding if you want to collect on a damaged shipment.
So to protect the face and back of the playfield, we are
using 1.5" foam insulation.
Note, do not use the white expanded polystyrene foam
that breaks into a million little white balls. Only use
the much stronger "Foam Board".
Here you see the playfield sandwich wrapped in a final
layer of Stretch Wrap:

Finally, slide the playfield into a 48x22x6" box. This is
a standard box size, available at most packing stores
(like the UPS Store).
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So there you have it.
When you get your playfield back from being clear coated or restored, don't leave it wrapped up.
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Immediately unwrap it and leave it where air can circulate around it. The clear coat can
sometimes take 6 months to get to full hardness.
To keep any playfield from warping, always put the rails back on. If you don't have the rails, cut
some 2" wide strips of 3/4" plywood and make some.
Plywood will warp on it's face, so remember to screw into the END GRAIN (the edge of the
plywood where you can see the plys). Plywood never warps in the direction of the edge plys.
One final note; if your playfield was clear coated, put the rails ON THE BACK SIDE, NEVER THE
FRONT. You don't want the rails gluing themselves to the face of the playfield.

